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at once into disorder.1 Certainly she sometimes
wrote to his dictation ; and, in this capacity, he
calls her "his left hand."2 In June 1559, at the
headiest moment of the Reformation in Scotland,
he writes regretting the absence of his helpful
colleague, Goodman, "whose presence" (this is
the not very grammatical form of his lament)
" whose presence I more thirst, than she that is my
own flesh."3 And this, considering the source
and the circumstances, may be held as evidence of
a very tender sentiment He tells us himself in his
history, on the occasion of a certain meeting at
the Kirk of Field, that " he was in no small heavi-
ness by reason of the late death of his dear bed-
fellow, Marjorie Bowes."4 Calvin, condoling with
him, speaks of her as " a wife whose like is not to
be found everywhere" (that is very like Calvin),
and again, as " the most delightful of wives." We
know what Calvin thought desirable in a wife,
" good humour, chastity, thrift, patience, and so-
licitude for her husband's health," and so we may
suppose that the first Mrs. Knox fell not far short
of this ideal.

The actual date of the marriage is uncertain ;
but by September 1566, at the latest, the Re-
former was settled hi Geneva with his wife. There
is no fear either that he will be dull; even if the
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